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    Alleghany Soil & Water Conservation District 
“To see a world in a grain of sand and a heaven in a wildflower”                                        

      ~ William Blake, Auguries of Innocence 

Idelwood Acres -Area 2 Conservation Farm Family 

Congratulations to Maurice, Dolores and Bob Woodward of Idelwood Acres, 
Area 2 2011 Outstanding Conservation Farm Family!  

The 184 acre Woodward farm, “Idelwood 
Acres”, is located outside the Sparta city limits, 
off of Independence Road on Brookfield Road. 

The Woodward family currently owns and       
operates a beef cattle operation and maintains 
approximately 117 acres of pasture and 23 acres 
of hayland for the 60 beef cows.  Included on the 
farm are 10 acres of Christmas trees, 34 acres of 

woodland/forest and 55 plus acres of grassland stockpiled for winter forage which 
requires minimal mowing and therefore strongly promotes 
wildlife. 

The Woodward’s forward thinking and promotion of            
rotational and prescribed grazing, as well as stream           
restoration, have been a strong influence on the local farm 
community.  Several grazing tours and pasture walks have 
taken place on their farm to promote the local Soil and Water district as well as 
NRCS and NC Cooperative Extension programs.   

The Woodward family will be honored at the thirteen county Area 2 Fall Meeting 
on October 13th in Morganton. 
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Cattlemen’s Field Day 

 Alleghany Cooperative Extension, Alleghany Cattlemen’s Association, NCREAL & Gallagher 
recently conducted  a field day on the farm of Frances Huber.  Greg Wagoner, Soil Conservation 
Technician, NRCS, gave a hands-on Prescribed Grazing Demo.  Participants received instruction 
and information on stringing polywire, putting in step posts, estimating available forage and animal 
nutritional requirements regarding prescribed grazing and stockpiled forage. 

 Teresa Herman, Agriculture Extension Agent, NC Cooperative Extension, Alleghany County, 
conducted a pasture plant ID Demo in which participants were given the opportunity to learn about 
and identify 25 different plants. 

 Steve Woodruff, NRCS, presented a Rainwater Run-off Demo on how management practices 
affect water distribution. 

 Arlene Childers, NCREAL, gave a presentation on Business Plan Writing. 

Pasture Plant ID                                    
Teresa Herman/Ag Extension 

Prescribed Grazing                     
Greg Wagoner/NRCS 

Virginia Pepper Weed 

Kim Brown/Chilly Waters Farm receives 
hand-on instruction during the                       

Vaccination Demo 

Rainwater Run-off                            
Steve Woodruff/NRCS 

Cattlemen’s Field Day                                                             
Brush Creek Farm                                                                

September 22, 2011 



Farmland Preservation Program-Dennis Franklin Honored 

Page 3 Conservation 
Comments 

Dennis Franklin was honored for his dedication and service to 
the county on August 1, 2011.  Certificates of Appreciation 
were presented by Commission Chair Ken Richardson and by 
the Alleghany Soil and Water Conservation District  Board 
Chair Paul Edwards.  Dennis was a founding member of the 
Soil and Water Conservation District and served 8 years on the 
FPP Advisory Board.  

Photos courtesy of Coby LaRue 

FPP Advisory Board Welcomes Herman & Williams                                                  
The Alleghany County Board of Commissioners recently approved the recommendation of  Teresa Herman 
and Charles Williams to serve on the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board. Teresa Herman, representing Cooperative Extension, 
was appointed to fill the three year term previously held by Amy Lucas.  Charles Williams, representing the Cherry Lane               
Community, was appointed to fill the three year term position held by Dennis Franklin; the FPP Advisory Board extends a warm 
welcome to Teresa and Charles. 

                             For more information please contact: 

     Alleghany Soil & Water Conservation District                   Cooperative Extension Service                  USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
   PO Box 127             PO Box 7               PO Box 624      
   Sparta, NC  28675                           Sparta, NC  28675                            Jefferson, NC  28640            
   Telephone # 372-4645                   Telephone # 372-5597                      Telephone # 246-8875 Ext. 2 

The purpose of the Voluntary Preservation Program is to encourage the voluntary preservation and protection of farmland 
from non‐farm development.  This is in recognition of the importance of agriculture to the economic and social life of the 
county.                                                                                                                                                                                                          The 
farm must be participating in the farm Present‐Use‐Value taxation program or qualify to participate.  The primary qualifica‐
tions for this taxation program are as follows: 

 Individually owned agricultural land, consisting of at least ten (10) acres, that has produced an average annual income of 
one thousand dollars ($1000) over a three‐year period, or 

 Individually owned horticultural land, consisting of at least five (5) acres, producing an average income of one thousand 
dollars ($1000) per year, or  

 Individually owned forest land consisting of at least 20 acres that are in actual production and not included in a farm unit. 

 An agricultural district will consist of at least 20 acres of qualifying farmland, individually or separately owned, which are 
located within one mile of each other.  Participating landowners will sign an agreement to sustain, encourage, and pro‐
mote agriculture. 

  Members of the Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program will have increased protection form nuisance suits and 
other negative impacts on participating farms.  As part of the Program, public hearings will be required on proposed condem‐
nation by state or local public agencies.  Landowners in certified districts will not be required to connect to water and/or sewer 
systems nor be assessed water and sewer charges until that property is connected to such services. 

  The Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program members will be subject to a conservation agreement between the 
County and the landowner that prohibits non‐farm use of development of that land for a period of at least 10 years.  The con‐
servation agreement, however, will allow the development of up to three lots on participating farms included in a District. 

  A landowner in the Voluntary Preservation Program may remove all or a portion of his/her land from the Voluntary 
Farmland Preservation Program by giving written notice to the Agricultural Advisory Board.  If a portion of the land is removed 
from the program, the remaining land must meet the program conditions and qualifications for the farm to continue in the 
program  

                   Agricultural Advisory Board       

   Paul Edwards, Chair  372-8947      Lewis Upchurch 372-4260          David Gambill  372-2819          Bobby Evans 372-8715   

   Jim Dixon, Vice Chair  359-2494     Charles Williams 363-9154         Milly Richardson  372-5556      Teresa Herman 372-

Voluntary Farmland Protection Program 

http://www.alleghanycounty-nc.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=94&Itemid=106�
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=nc&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing�
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Corn Silage Demo 

Local farmers, Soil & Water, and NRCS staff attended a 
corn Silage Demo on September 1st at the farm of 

Bobby Joe Gambill.  Nancy Keith and Teresa Herman, 
NC Cooperative Extension, Alleghany County,             

conducted the demo and provided information on           
different types of corn planted for the demo. 

Remembering our friend Bobby Joe... 

Bobby Joe Gambill                                   
November 8, 1948-October 2, 2011          

District Supervisor                                   
2006-2011 

Supporter 
of local 

and          
regional                     

Envirothon  
Educational 
Programs  

Advisory Board Member                               
Farmland Preservation Program                   

since it’s inception in 2003 

Truax No-Till Drill                                                                                                
NC Commissioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler                         

NC Foundation SWCD Director Cecil Settle                                        
District Supervisor Bobby Joe Gambill                                                     

SWCD Staff                                                                            

Bobby loads up Truax No-Till Drill for delivery to                    
Alleghany SWCD 
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5th Annual County Envirothon Competition 

The Envirothon competition is a fun, hands-on, natural science                
academic event that challenges and engages students to think critically 
about the natural world and their role in it.  In-class curriculum is         
combined with outdoor training to help students learn and experience 
more about Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Soils and Land Use, Wildlife 
and Current Environmental Issues.   

Envirothon teams from each of  the local schools will compete in the                      
5th Annual Alleghany County Competition Friday, October 28th, in 
preparation for the Regional, and hopefully, the State event held each 
spring.   Learn more by visiting the website below:  

NC Envirothon  

2011-2012 Poster, Essay and Speech Contests 

 “Wetlands are Wonderful” is the theme for this year’s  annual Soil and    
Water Conservation Contest.  Contests include the 5th grade poster contest, 6th 
grade essay contest, and the 7th and 8th grade speech contests.  Upon winning at 
their school, students will compete against winners of other county schools for a 
chance to advance to the Area level.  First place winners at the Area competition 
will be eligible to enter the State Contest in Raleigh.                                 

 Presentations will be given at each of the 3 elementary schools for 5th 
through 8th grades beginning this fall. Teachers will be provided with a copy of 
the curriculum goals and objectives for this year’s theme,  a copy of the contest 
rules and regulations, and a list of educational resources for the students to      
research for additional information.   

No-Till Drills Available for Fall Planting 

 The Alleghany Soil and Water Conservation District invites you to participate in the effort to             
conserve our natural resources and aid in the prevention of soil loss in our county by renting one of the 
two no-till grass drills available for your fall planting needs. 

 A no-till drill works by placing seed directly in the ground in one pass without prior soil preparation.  
This saves fuel and eliminates exposing topsoil to wind and water erosion. 

 No-till farming provides many economic and environmental benefits to the farmer.  Since soil is 
not touched from after harvest until the next growing season, there is less erosion.  The previous year’s 
crop residue left on the soil surface traps moisture, builds organic matter and makes better use of            
nutrients, cutting down on chemicals the farmer must use.   

Please call 336-372-7777 to schedule rental of either the Truax or Tye no-till drills   

http://www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/pages/envirothon.html�
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November 15th— America Recycles Day (ARD) 

 America Recycles Day, held every year on November 15, is a national campaign to raise awareness 
about the benefits of the 3 R’s-Reduce, Reuse, Recycle as a way to conserve our natural resources. 

Reduce means to choose ways to limit and/or reduce the amount of waste we toss in the trash; for example, 
when choosing between two similar products, select the one with the least unnecessary packaging. 

Remember that wrenches, screwdrivers, nails, and other hardware are often available in loose bins. At the         
grocery store consider whether it is necessary to buy items such as tomatoes, garlic, and mushrooms in           
prepackaged containers when they can be bought unpackaged. 

Use products you already have on hand to do household chores to save on the amount of packaging associated 
with additional products. 

Recognize and support store managers when they stock products with no packaging or reduced packaging. Let 
clerks know when it's not necessary to double wrap a purchase.  

Consider large or economy-sized items for household products that are used frequently, such as laundry soap, 
shampoo, baking soda, pet foods, and cat litter. These sizes usually have less packaging per unit of product. 
For food items, choose the largest size that can be used before spoiling. 

Consider whether concentrated products are appropriate for your needs. They often require less packaging and 
less energy to transport to the store, saving money as well as  natural resources. 

Whenever possible, select grocery, hardware, and household items that are available in bulk. Bulk                    
merchandise also may be shared with friends or neighbors. 

It is important to choose food services that are appropriate to your needs. One alternative to single food            
services is to choose the next largest serving and store any leftovers in a reusable container. 

Reuse means to extend the life of a single product without changing it, although that product's purpose might 
change. Take a plastic grocery bag, for example. Its first and main use is to tote groceries from the store to 
home. Once emptied of those groceries, the bag can be used again to tote a lunch to work, to haul projects to 
school or to clean up after the dog on his morning walk. The bag was reused without any processing necessary. 
Even better, a reusable cloth grocery bag can tote new loads of groceries week after week. Other examples of 
ways to reuse items include selling or donating clothes and toys that children have outgrown or salvaging          
antique furniture or old wood from abandoned buildings. 

Recycle means to process an item into a new material. Take that same plastic grocery bag. After a few uses 
leaves it damaged and no longer functional, the bag can be tossed into a recycling bin and shipped off to a   
recycling center where it is cleaned, sorted and processed into basic materials. Manufacturers buy those                   
materials and use them to make new products, such as new grocery bags, composite lumber and plastic crates. 
Some other products that are recycled or made from recycled materials include printer ink cartridges and toner, 
paper towels, aluminum cans, plastic bottles, copy paper, cardboard, motor oil, facial tissue, shoe soles, tires 
and insulation. 

Visit this link for more information  America Recycles Day 

http://www.ehow.com/info_8164687_differences-between-reusing-recycling.html#�
http://americarecyclesday.org/�
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Jim Dixon                                                          
Vice-Chair 

Paul Edwards                                                  
Chairman 

Terry  Hall                     
Secretary/Treasurer 

Bobby Evans                   
Member 

David Tucker  

District                   
Conservationist 

Greg Wagoner                   
Soil Conservation        

Technician 

District Board of Supervisors 

S          
W       
C        
D 

Alleghany SWCD Staff 

Janie Woodle                
Admin. Asst/Tech/               
Education Director 

Linda Hash                               
District Administrator/                             

Conservationist 
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The Alleghany Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a governmental subdivision of the State of North Carolina, charged 
with the responsibility of promoting soil and water conservation and establishing conservation programs in the District. The District 
partners with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to carry out these responsibilities.  As a local organization we 
work with citizens, agencies, and land owners to plan and direct programs for the conservation and development of our natural 
resources.  We work closely with other state, federal, and local agencies, such as NC Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, Resource Conservation and Development, US Army Corps of Engineers, NC Forest Service, USDA Farm Service Agency, NC 
Cooperative Extension, etc. to provide effective natural resource management and environmental education. 

USDA, NRCS STAFF: 

David Tucker—District Conservationist 

Greg Wagoner—Soil Conservation Technician 

Our Mission Is... 

...to promote the conservation of natural resources in Alleghany County through education, information, 

technical assistance, and available economic incentives. 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

Linda Hash—Director/Conservationist 

Janie Woodle— Admin Asst/Technician II/Education Director 

ALLEGHANY SWCD 
P O Box 127 (90 S. Main St., Room 200) 

Sparta, NC  28675 
                                                                                                                        

Visit us on the web at:  Alleghany Soil & Water Conservation District 
 
 

Phone:336-372-4645  or 336-372-7777   Fax: 336-372-7402 
 

E-mail: linda.hash@nc.nacdnet.net or janie.woodle@nc.nacdnet.net 
 

Office Hours: 8 am—5 pm, Monday—Friday 
 

Board meetings are open to the public and are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday            

Please contact our office for details 

District Board of Supervisors: 
Paul Edwards—Chairman 

Jim Dixon—Vice Chairman 

Terry Hall—Secretary/Treasurer 

Bobby Evans—Member 

NCDA&CS-Area 2 Coordinator 

OPEN 

http://www.alleghanycounty-nc.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=94&Itemid=106�
mailto:linda.hash@nc.nacdnet.net�
mailto:janie.woodle@nc.nacdnet.net�
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